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But Iblis said, " Give me more, 0 blessed De-
fender."

God gave him succulent and sweet and costly
wines,

And also store of silken garments.

But Iblis said, " 0 Lord, I want more aids than
these,

In order to bind men in my twisted rope.

So firmly that Thy adorers, who are valiant men,

May not, man-like, break my bonds asunder."

When at last God showed him the beauty  of

women,

Which bereaves men of reason and self-control,
Then Iblis clapped his hands and began to dance,
Saying, " Give me these ;  I shall quickly prevail

with these ! " *

" LOVERS AND BELOVED HAVE BOTH PERISHED "

Lovers and beloved have both perished;
And not themselves only, but their love as well.
'Tis God alone who agitates these nonentities,
Making one nonentity fall in love with another.

* The meaning of this poem is strictly allegorical. We
must not infer that the All-Good would be a party to the
evil designs of the Devil. No material gifts, however seduc-
tive, could succeed in stamping out the Divine
in His creatures.